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What a month!

A huge thank-you to those who turned out for what I
have come to call the Battle of Bay Valley; the elbow-
to-elbow show-down with job-concerned (and for
some, beer-stoked) building trades workers promised
work by Consumers, and pandering elected officials
seeking support from unions and solutions to their
dismal budgets. S

It was a heady experience, and though ostensibly a
hearing on Consumers’ air permit for an expanded
Karn-Weadock coal plant, many used it as a forum to
express support for the plant. And they didn’t always
play nice with others.

If I had a dime for every time I heard ‘we need the
baseline power of this clean coal plant’, Lone ITree
would be able to pay for a dozen new ads. By the way,
read the FERC chief’s comments on ‘baseload’ (SEE:
ENERGY REGULATORY CHIEF SAYS NEW
COAL, NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS MAY BE
UNNECESSARY).

Nevertheless, even though we were in the minority, I
believe the belligerent tactics exhibited by the
opposition left the ‘clean-energy’ contingent holding
the field and the high ground.  As I said in my
comments, I don’t blame men looking for work, I
blame Consumers for cynically milking Michigan’s
sorry economy to leverage the trade unions. And
Consumers continues to do mischief in other ways.
They are raising rates, allowed by the energy
legislation, and trying to gouge us on renewables and
efficiency efforts (SEE: ENVIRONMENTAL
COALITION CALLS FOR COMMISSION TO
REJECT CONSUMERS ENERGY EFFICIENCY
AND RENEWABLES PLAN).

Once more a giant-sized thank you to our friends in
MidlandCares, Citizens Exploring Clean Energy, the
Sierra Club, and the Natural Resources Defense
Council, particularly attorney Shannon Fisk who
expertly outlined the technical problems with the
permit, and has succeeded in persuading the DEQ to
extend the comment period until May 20%.  Also, Lee
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Sprague from Sierra Club, who escorted nervous anti-
coal, clean-energy folks to their cars on the first night,
and, with the help of amateur actors, created some very
funny You Tube videos: The Coal Barons meet with
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Dennis Marvin, Consumers Energy Communications
Director:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8CK0 bUZyw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3we602PN28
Lastly, kudos to the college students, days away from
final exams, who climbed on buses at Michigan,
Michigan State, Grand Valley, SVSU, Delta and
elsewhere to come on the second day of the hearings in
defense of their futures. Like many of us who are
veterans of the anti-war movement or civil rights
movement, someday they will be able to tell their
children: ‘Yes, we stood up, we did what was right
when it was not popular, and we made a difference.”
All is not without hope — LS POWER FINALLY
PULLED THE PLUG ON ITS MIDLAND COAL
PLANT. Heartfelt congratulations to the MidlandCares
group on behalf of all our members and those living
down-wind of Midland -- with LS Powers’ cancellation
of the Midland coal proposal, we can all breathe easier.
Of course, our lovely valley doesn’t only have coal to
deal with; as the daffodils bloom, you will soon detect
the sickening smell of the Koski Pit, the stupid solution
to Upper Saginaw River dredging located in
Dredging 1is
expected to begin soon, and it won’t be pretty.
And then there’s Dow’s dioxin. The next quarterly
meeting is May 6™ at Delta College’s Lecture Theater,




- EARTH DAY TALK). Nicejob, Martin!

At this Friday’s meeting we’ll review the media
coverage of the Battle of Bay Valley (electronic thanks
to Martin); and look at the 60 Minutes interview with
the CEO of Duke Power. Enjoy those crocuses and the
greening grass, but, as always...stay vigilant.

Terry

ENERGY REGULATORY CHIEF SAYS NEW
COAL, NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS MAY BE
UNNECESSARY

From: Noelle Straub and Peter Behr, Greenwire,
April 22, 2009

. computing power, we need mamirames.

No new nuclear or coal plants may ever be needed
in the United States, the chairman of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission said on April 22™,

“We may not need any, ever,” Jon Wellinghoff
told reporters at a U.S. Energy Association forum.

The FERC chairman’s comments go beyond those
of other Obama administration officials, who have
strongly endorsed greater efficiency and renewables
deployment but also say nuclear and fossil energies
will continue playing a major role.

Wellinghoff’s view also goes beyond the consensus
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need mainframes, we have distributed computing.”
The technology for renewable energies has come

~ far enough to all this vision to move forward, he

said. For instance, there are systems now available
for concentrated solar plants that can provide 15
hours of storage.

“What you have to do, is you have to be able to
shape it,” he added. “And if you can shape wind
you can effectively get capacity available for all your
loads.”

“So if you can shape your renewables, you don’t
need fossil fuel or nuclear plants to run all the time.
And, in fact, most plants running all the time in
your system are an impediment because they’re very
inflexible. You can’t ramp up and ramp down a
nuclear plant. And if you have instead the ability to
ramp up and ramp down loads in ways that can
shape the entire system, then the old concept of
baseload becomes an anachronism.”

Asked whether his ideas need detailed studies,

. given the complexity of the grid, Wellinghoff said

the technology is already moving that way.
“I think it’s being settled by the digital grid









